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Children’s and YA Literature in the Twenty-First Century: Topics, Media,  

Approaches and Challenges 

 

Literatura dziecięca i młodzieżowa w 21. wieku: Tematy, media, podejścia, wyzwania 

 

This seminar aims to deepen students’ knowledge and critical understanding of latest children’s 
literature, culture and media (e.g. YA dystopias, graphic novels, picturebooks, film adaptations, TV 
series, fan fiction) as vital in the construction of historical contemporary childhoods and adulthoods. 
It does so through fostering students’ awareness of diverse concepts, theories, and methodologies 
used to evaluate and critique literature and media texts addressed to young audiences. It also 
highlights the role of children as recipients and producers of culture and the significance of children’s 
literature in English Language Teaching. Developing our critical awareness of enquiry methodologies, 
we will focus in particular on children’s literature in times of the Covid-19 pandemic, crisis climate, 
and Black Lives Matter. We also will try to appreciate the affirmative and future-making potential of 
literature for your readers as a vehicle for social change addressing identity, inclusion, migration, 
disability, sexuality, health and well-being, and social justice.  

By the end of the seminar students will have produced and presented a substantial piece of academic 
work in English testifying to their ability to apply the theories and approaches discussed in class in 
the fields of children’s literature. Students will also develop skills that can be used in other areas and 
will be able to work independently as well as in a team, prepare and conduct oral presentations 
effectively and debate issues in international contexts (e.g. with visiting scholars and participants of 
the Erasmus Mundus International Master—Children’s Literature, Media and Culture). Finally, the 
seminar will provide students with useful practical knowledge they may need as teachers, librarians, 
reading promoters or publishers and in other professional work related to culture.  

Selected primary sources 

Angie Thomas, The Hate U Give.  
Shaun Tan, The Lost Thing.  
Jenn Bigelow, Hazel's Theory of Evolution. 
Sarah Crossan, One.  
Peter Parnell and Justin Richardson And Tango Makes Three. 
Greta Thunberg, No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference.  
Jay Asher, Thirteen Reasons Why. 
Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
Rainbow Rowell, Fangirl.  

Selected secondary sources  

Heath, S.B. and Wolf, S. (eds) (2011) Handbook of Research on Children's and Young Adult Literature. 
Grenby, M. and Reynolds, K. (eds) (2011) Children’s Literature Studies: A Research Handbook. 
Beauvais, C. and Nikolajeva, M. (eds) (2017) Edinburgh Companion to Children’s Literature.  
Fitzsimmons R. and Wilson A. (2020) Beyond the Blockbusters: Themes and Trends in Contemporary 

Young Adult Fiction. 
Joosen V. (2018) Adulthood in Children’s Literature.  

 


