
BA SEMINAR 
LANGUAGE VARIATION AND LANGUAGE CHANGE 

 
INSTRUCTOR: dr Katarzyna Sówka-Pietraszewska 
 
SCOPE OF RESEARCH: syntactic change in English and Polish, lexical and sematic change 
in English and Polish, both recent and historical 
 
SEMINAR DESCRIPTION: “Time changes all things: there is no reason why language 
should escape this universal law.” Ferdinand de Saussure (1915/1959:77). Time is 
continuously moving forward. Everything has its season, and everything has its time. 
Regarding the fact of constant change, it would be strange if language alone remained 
unaffected. In this seminar, we are going to focus on the selected aspects of syntactic, 
morphological, lexical and semantic change in the historical and contemporary English 
and Polish. We will consider the main mechanisms of change and the impact of some 
radical political and sociological events on the aforementioned subsystems of language.  
The participants of this seminar will have an opportunity to investigate language change 
with regard to either distant or quite recent times in the history of English. Original 
research based on authentic data analysis from a range of available syntactic corpora and 
dictionaries will be required. 
 
SAMPLE TOPICS OF BA THESIS: 

• Mutual intelligibility between Anglo-Saxons and Norsemen in the Danelaw 
• The History of Adaptation of the Selected English Fashion, Food and Everyday 

Life Loanwords in Polish 
• Morphological and etymological study of English industrial vocabulary in the 

 Victorian era 
• A sociolinguistic study of selected English lexical borrowings in the Polish 

language 
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