
BA SEMINAR 

LANGUAGE PROCESSING 

INSTRUCTOR: dr Krzysztof Hwaszcz 

SCOPE OF RESEARCH: 

a) psycholinguistics (speech processing, mental lexicon, first and second language 

processing, bilingualism, syntax-semantics interface) 

b) corpus linguistics (natural language processing, speech acts, quantitative methods and 

tools) 

SEMINAR DESCRIPTION: 

The goal of this seminar is to assist students in working on their BA theses. We will start from 

negotiating topics which can be fairly diverse as long as they are related to language 

processing and as long as they are valid and promising to be completed. During the first 

meetings, we will overview some formal and methodological requirements related to the 

process of writing a BA thesis. We will also discuss the most frequent mistakes students make 

while writing their theses. After this general introduction, we will work out a detailed 

schedule and timetable of our collaboration leading to a successful completion of all the BA 

theses. 

MATERIALS:  

We will read and discuss a variety of papers selected by the instructor; the selection will be 

made according to the research topics negotiated with the students. 

ASSESSMENT:  

Participation in classes and individual meetings will be taken into account, with an emphasis 

on the evaluation of the subsequent parts of BA theses submitted in time according to the 

deadlines 

SAMPLE TOPICS OF BA THESES: 

 The impact of emoticons on the interpretation of irony in Computer-Mediated 

Communication 

 The influence of syntactic flexibility on the recognition of idioms 

 A morphological study on English and Polish compound words 

 Experimental approaches to linguistic modularity with a special focus on syntax 

 Cross-linguistic and psycholinguistic approaches to adjective ordering 

 Psycholinguistic approaches to quantifier scope ambiguities 
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