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TASK 5 

Language we use in relation to using computers is filled with words which have originated in before the computers were 

created. Meaning of these words has undergone changes in order to be used in constantly changing world of modern 

computer technology. Below you have an example of the original meaning of the word program and its meaning in the 

computer-related sense. As you can see, the meanings are different, however some traces of the original meaning are kept 

in the word’s Internet usage. 

 

Word Original meaning  Computer-related meaning  Aspect(s) of the original meaning that 

is kept  

program a group of activities or 

things to be achieved 

a series of instructions that can be put 

into a computer in order to make it 

perform an operation 

a group of elements, achieving some 

goal 

 

TASK: For the four words / phrases below, indicate which aspects of the original meaning have been kept in the 

words’ computer-related usage. 

 

Word Original meaning  Computer-related meaning Aspect(s) of the original meaning that 

is kept  

Trojan 

horse 

a person or thing that joins and 

deceives a group or 

organization in order to attack 

it from inside 

a computer program that has be 

deliberately designed to destroy 

information, or allow someone 

to steal it 

 

 

 

application a way in which something can 

be used for a particular purpose 

a computer program that is 

designed for a particular 

purpose 

 

 

 

 

desktop the top of the desk the screen area of a personal 

computer when no programs 

are being used  

 

 

 

 

 

virus an extremely small piece of 

organic material that causes the 

disease in humans, animals and 

plants 

a computer program or a part of 

the computer program that can 

make copies of itself and 

prevent the computer from 

working normally 
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TASK 5 KEY 

1 point for each correct answer 

 

 

Word Original meaning  Computer-related meaning Aspect(s) of the original meaning that 

is kept  

Trojan 

horse 

a person or thing that joins and 

deceives a group or 

organization in order to attack 

it from inside 

a computer program that has be 

deliberately designed to destroy 

information, or allow someone 

to steal it 

 

 

designed to purposefully deceive  

application a way in which something can 

be used for a particular purpose 

a computer program that is 

designed for a particular 

purpose 

 

 

 

Usage for particular purpose 

desktop the top of the desk the screen area of a personal 

computer when no programs 

are being used  

 

 

 

 

The top area of a surface // area on 

which you work 

virus an extremely small piece of 

organic material that causes the 

disease in humans, animals and 

plants 

a computer program or a part of 

the computer program that can 

make copies of itself and 

prevent the computer from 

working normally 

 

 

A small element that inflicts harm 


