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TASK 1 

Please read the text below, examine the data and complete the task at the bottom of the page.  

Corpus (pl. corpora) is a database containing texts. Corpus usually contains texts in a specific 

language (for example, in English) and is created to examine either the content of the texts or the 

general trends in that language. The discipline that studies corpora is called corpus linguistics.  

Nowadays, linguists use corpora for many purposes, for instance to build dictionaries, examine how 

language is used by native speakers or by learners and to study the style of writers.  

Since corpora are usually very large (from thousands to billions of words), corpus linguists use 

computer software and various statistical tests to process the corpora and interpret the results.  

Key word test is one of those tests. It is used to compare two corpora (two sets of texts). The test 

uses a statistical method called G-test and its result is a list of key words, or words that were used 

statistically more often in one corpus than in the other. Each key word is given a keyness value. These 

can be interpreted as follows: 

1. When the keyness value is high for a word (above 20), it means that it is strongly connected to 

one of the corpora. It is used statistically more often in one corpus than in the other. 

2. When the keyness value is low for a word (closer to 0, e.g. 10), the word's relationship with a 

corpus is weak. It is not used statistically more often in one corpus than in the other. 

3. When the keyness value is 0, the word is used identically in both corpora. 

TASK 

The tables below contain selected key words from a comparison of two small corpora of speeches by 

Barack Obama and Donald Trump. The corpora are too small to draw any definitive conclusions but 

they can be used to create a few hypotheses about the language of the two American presidents. A 

hypothesis is an a rough, temporary theory that can be later verified with more data.  

Key Words for Obama Keyness 

 
Key Words for Trump Keyness 

KIDS 27 

 

LOVE 3 

PROGRESS 24 

 

JOBS 47 

HOSTILITY 8 

 

AMERICAN 140 

POLLUTION 24 

 

BAD 27 

CHANGE 43 

 

GREAT 120 

 

Please examine the tables above and decide whether the following hypotheses are correct based 

on the data you have and the definitions above. Please briefly explain your choices.  

1. Trump uses simple adjectives such as GREAT and BAD more often than Obama to communicate 

his ideas in a clear way so that everyone can understand him. 

The hypothesis is CORRECT/INCORRECT because       

             

2. Trump uses the words such as PROGRESS or CHANGE more often than Obama. He wants to show 

he is an active president who will try to improve the country as much as he can.  

The hypothesis is CORRECT/INCORRECT because       
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3. Trump uses the word AMERICAN much more often than all other presidents of the United States. 

He does it to show his patriotism.  

The hypothesis is CORRECT/INCORRECT because       

             

4. Trump uses the word LOVE much more often than Obama to connect with the people. 

The hypothesis is CORRECT/INCORRECT because       
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ANSWERS + EXAMPLES OF EXPLANATIONS 

1. CORRECT  because: the adjectives have high keyness value for Trump / Trump uses those adjectives much 

more often than Obama / these adjectives are key words for Trump 

2. INCORRECT because those are key words for Obama / because Obama uses those words more often than 

Trump / because these data are for Obama not for Trump  

3. INCORRECT because: we only know that he uses those words more often than Obama, not more often 

than all presidents / we do not have any data for the other presidents / we only have data for Trump and 

Obama 

4. INCORRECT because: LOVE has a very low keyness value / LOVE is barely a key word for Trump / Trump 

does not use the word LOVE much more often than Obama  

 


